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S Y M P A T H Y  F O R  T H E  D E V I L ?
RESISTING AND CONFRONTING THE PULL OF VILIFICATION IN GROUP

The Eastern Group Psychotherapy Society (EGPS), a
regional multi-disciplinary affiliate of the American Group
Psychotherapy Association, was founded in 1955 to promote
group approaches to the delivery of human services through
teaching, training, research and collegial support. The Society
welcomes members and event attendees from diverse 
backgrounds. EGPS offers a wide variety of benefits to their
members. Please check out our website at www.egps.org.
Not a member? Submit a membership application with
your Annual Conference registration and attend the
Conference at member rates! For more information
contact the EGPS office at info@egps.org.

Contact EGPS at:
Phone: 201 880-4773  info@egps.org www.egps.org

Conference Learning Theme: Sympathy for the
Devil? Resisting and Confronting the Pull of
Vilification in Group
There is an all-too-human tendency to split the world
into good and evil, saints and sinners, us and them. This
predisposition begins in infancy, but persists into 
adulthood, especially when we encounter tense, 
conflictual situations involving our cherished ideas and
values. Exploring these issues in the context of a group
offers opportunities for growth and maturation, for the
individual and for the group.

Conference Learning Objectives:
� identify and describe basic group concepts and

processes;
� compare and contrast different methods of group 

intervention;
� integrate and apply newly learned group skills in their

professional practice.
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EGPS Conference Scholarship
Fund: EGPS makes available a number of
partial scholarships to individuals who demonstrate
financial need, coupled with a sincere desire to
advance their knowledge of group psychotherapy. The
EGPS Conference Scholarship Fund is completely 
funded by donations. Please see the registration form
for your opportunity to participate or contact the EGPS
office at info@egps.org or 201 880-4773.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND

8:00 – 8:45 AM Registration and Coffee Cloister Lobby

8:45  AM Welcome Tower Room 9T
Erica Gardner-Schuster, PhD, EGPS President
Tzachi Slonim, PhD, ABPP, CGP, Conference Committee Co-Chair

9:00 – 11:30 AM Plenary Session
The Devil’s in the House: What Do Batman, Game of Thrones, and Pogo Have to Teach Us?

Presenter: Joseph Shay, PhD, CGP, LFAGPA
Plenary Co-Chairs: Ed Elder, MDiv, LMHC &  Anne M. Slocum McEneaney, PhD, ABPP, CGP, FAGPA

11:45 AM – 1:00 PM Large Group Experience Tower Room 10T
Consultants: Macario Giraldo, PhD, & Mabelle Giraldo, MS

1:00 – 2:00 PM Lunch (on your own)

2:00 – 4:30 PM “A” Sessions

4:30 – 5:00 PM Coffee Break

5:00 – 7:30 PM "B" Sessions

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD

8:00 – 8:45 AM Registration and Coffee Cloister Lobby

9:00 – 11:30 AM "C" Sessions

11:45 AM – 1:00 PM Large Group Experience Tower Room 10T
Consultants: Macario Giraldo, PhD, & Mabelle Giraldo, MS

1:00 – 2:00 PM Lunch (on your own)

2:00 – 4:30 PM "D" Sessions

4:30 – 6:00 PM Closing Reception – All Conference attendees and faculty are invited to attend.     
Closing Conference Remarks: Wayne Ayers, PhD, Conference Committee Co-Chair

PLENARY PRESENTATION
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 9:00 – 11:30 AM

THE DEVIL’S IN THE HOUSE: WHAT DO BATMAN, GAME OF THRONES, AND POGO HAVE TO TEACH US?
“Yes, I voted for that candidate” says group member Casey. Others immediately pounce, voicing outrage at this revelation. Quietly and with some guilt, you sympathize with
the fury. Casey laments “I don’t feel safe in here,” and turns to you angrily and sputters, “Isn’t it your job to create a safe environment?”

What does the therapist say? To whom do you say it? What about your theory that disavowal and projection fuel rage? What happened to your vaunted self-image of 
angelic tolerance? Have you, the healer, now become the devil you abhor?

We are all facing an arguably unprecedented polarization in society which has not only permeated our consciousness but, inevitably, penetrated some of our groups. Are
there philosophical ideas out there, or clinical wisdom, or historical examples that can inform the group leader, or even comfort you as an individual at a social function or
when watching the news?

Dr. Joseph Shay will try to help make sense of these issues by using videos, self-disclosure, and even a little theory, in the hope that we can all get along.

Presenter: Joe Shay, PhD, CGP, LFAGPA is a psychologist in private practice in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Joe is on the staff of the joint McLean Hospital/Massachusetts General
Hospital training program and is a Lecturer in Psychiatry (part-time) in the Department of Psychiatry at the Harvard Medical School. He is also on the faculty of NSGP, the
Psychodynamic Couple and Family Institute of New England, and the MGH Center for Psychodynamic Therapy and Research. Lastly, Joe has co-edited Odysseys in Psychotherapy
and Complex Dilemmas in Group Therapy and has co-authored the 4th and 5th editions of Psychodynamic Group Psychotherapy.
Plenary Co-Chairs: Ed Elder, MHS, MDiv, Private Practice & Anne M. Slocum McEneaney, PhD, ABPP, CGP, FAGPA, Global Clinical Services, New York University; Private Practice
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Helping Teens Talk Across Differences
Michael Hessdorf, LCSW, CGP, NYC DOE-Manhattan High Schools; Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential – Group Process – Sharing of Experience – Didactic

Connecting Through Group: Bridges Toward Communication
Gail A. Brown, MA, LP, CGP, The Center for Group Studies;  Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential – Didactic – Sharing of Experience

Group as Sanctuary: Nurturing Mind/Body/Spirit in the Current 
Political  Climate
Johanna Climenko, LCSW-R, BC-DMT, LCAT, CRET, Private Practice; Center for
Reichian Energetic Therapy & Corinna Brown, MA, MS, BC-DMT, LCAT, CRET, 
Pratt Institute; Center for Reichian Energetic Therapy
Open to those with less than 10 years of experience  Didactic – Experiential – 
Group Process – Sharing of Experience

The Experiment: A Play Reading with Discussion
Dominick Grundy, PhD, CGP, FAGPA, Private Practice 
Open to all  Experiential – Didactic – Group Process

Working with Projective Identification in Groups
Neal Spivack, PhD, CGP, FAGPA, Department of Veterans Affairs, New York Harbor
Healthcare System; Private Practice
Open to all  Didactic – Experiential – Sharing of Experience

Am I My Brother’s Keeper? An Exploration of Sibling Dynamics and Their
Impact on Who We Become
Brett Kociol, PsyD, Two Chairs Mental Health Clinics, Redwood City, California, 
Yair Kramer, PsyD, Private Practice; Icahn School of Medicine at St Lukes & 
Benjamin Mueller, PsyD, Department of Psychiatry, Albany Medical Center
Open to all  Experiential – Sharing of Experience
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Couples Gone Wild: Top 10 Complications in Treating Couples
Joseph Shay, PhD, CGP, LFAGPA, Private Practice; Dept. of Psychiatry, Harvard
Medical School, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Open to all  Didactic – Audio-visual – Sharing of Experience

Attraction to the Love/Hate Dichotomy: There Went Ambivalence
Robin Good, PhD, CGP, FAGPA, EGPS Training Program in Group Psychotherapy; 
Private Practice
Open to those with a minimum of 5 years experience  Experiential – Process Group –
Sharing of Experience – Didactic

The Large Group is unique because it offers its members the opportunity to face aspects of their identity and to consider how it is informed by 
ethnicity, gender, class, religion, professional affiliation, country of origin, etc.

This experience may stimulate anxieties related to the discomfort each individual feels as they reflect upon the challenge of these larger societal forces. The group 
members’ task is to engage in this experience by sharing their thoughts and feelings while remaining open to learning about their own prejudices and vulnerabilities.
Ideally, the participants may discover difficult but transforming truths about the human condition.

The consultants’ role is to maintain the capacity for dialogue by identifying common themes and anxieties. Their comments are designed to create a space –a symbolic
umbrella protecting the task of the group –where both reflection and a degree of regression are possible.

Consultants: Macario Giraldo, Ph.D. Faculty, Washington School of Psychiatry. Founding member of the Lacanian Forum of Washington, DC. 
Mabelle A. Giraldo, MS in Sociology from Catholic University and MS in Art Therapy from George Washington University

LARGE GROUP EXPERIENCE
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 22 & SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23
11:45 AM – 1:00 PM

Friday, November 22
ALL-DAY WORKSHOPS
2:00 – 4:30 PM & 5:00 – 7:30 PM

WORKSHOP A7

WORKSHOP A3

WORKSHOP A4

WORKSHOP A5

All-Day Workshop A1/B13

WORKSHOP A8

WORKSHOP A11

WORKSHOP A12

WORKSHOP A6

WORKSHOP A10

WORKSHOP A9

The Devil Within: Aging, Denial and the Senior Clinician
Chera M. Finnis, PsyD, CGP, FAGPA, Private Practice; Maria Droste Counseling
Services;  & Private Practice Elizabeth (Libby) Shapiro, PhD, CGP, Cambridge Health
Alliance; Harvard Medical School, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Participants must register for both sessions of this all-day workshop
Open to those with 20+ years experience Sharing of Experience – Group Process

All-Day Workshop A2/B14

Befriending the Saint and Sinner in You and Me
Mary V. Sussillo, LCSW, CGP, FAGPA, EGPS Training Program in Group Psychotherapy;
The Center for Group Studies
Experiential – Sharing of Experience
Participants must register for both sessions of this all-day workshop
Open to allExperiential – Group Process – Sharing of Experience – Didactic

Complete Workshop Descriptions can be found on the EGPS website at www.egps.org.

Please Note: You must register for both sessions of all-day workshops.

There’s a Racist in our Midst: “White Fragility” and Vilification of the Other
as Barriers to Progress in Society
Chris Dolin, LCSW, Private Practice; Center for Group Studies & Virginia Seewaldt,
PhD, Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential (Group process) – Didactic – Sharing of Experience

The “Thermostatic Function:” Regulating the Emotional Temperature as
Experienced During Process Groups
Judith Schaer, LCSW, CGP, FAGPA, EGPS Training Program in Group Psychotherapy;
Private Practice & Alan Pine,MS, LMHC, CGP, Long Island Center for Group Training
Open to those with 10 + years of experience  Experiential - Sharing of Experience -
Didactic

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
“A” Workshops 2:00 – 4:30 PM



Revisiting Families: The Scapegoating Dynamic
Alice Byrne, LCSW, CGP, FAGPA, Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential – Sharing of Experience – Group Process – Didactic

Systems-Centered® Couples’ Groups
Nina Klebanoff, LCSW, Licensed Systems-Centered® Practitioner; Private Practice
Open to all  Didactic – Experiential – Group Practicum

The Trouble Between Men and Women: Misattunements and Cultivation 
of Desire
Jacqueline Ambrosini, LCSW-R, Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential – Didactic –  Sharing of Experience

The Cost of Being the Devil’s Advocate
April R. Harvin, LCSW, Racial Literacy Consultation; MPG Consulting & 
Christine Schmidt, LCSW, CGP, Private Practice
Open to those with less than 10 years experience  Experiential – Didactic

Leadership, Membership and Identity in Groups
Howard A. Friedman, PhD, AK Rice Institute; Private Practice & 
Mineko Anne Legendy, PhD, New York University; Private Practice
Open to all   Didactic – Experiential 

Protecting the Devils and Challenging the Angels
Sherry Breslau, PhD, Private Practice; City College of New York
Open to those with less than 10 years experience  Experiential–Didactic– 
Sharing of Experience

Reconsidering “Problem” Group Members Through a Lens of Impact on
Self and Other
Marty Cooper, PhD, LMHC, NCC, SUNY Old Westbury; Private Practice
Open to all  Didactic – Experiential – Sharing of Experience

“You See Me as An Animal”: Self-vilification and Projection in Traumatized
Patients
Nikki Press, PsyD, New York Harbor Healthcare System, Brooklyn Campus & 
Gillian Wilson, PhD, New York Harbor Healthcare System, Brooklyn Campus
Open to all  Experiential – Sharing of Experiences – Didactic

Where the Wild Things Are: Finding our “Other” in Group
Simon Bresler, LMSW, Family Services of Westchester, Community Mental 
Health; Private Practice & Kerin Nadler, LCAT, BC-DMT, CGP, Mount Sinai Hospital;
Private Practice
Open to those with less than 5 years experience  Group process – Didactic – 
Sharing of Experience

S Y M P A T H Y  F O R  T H E  D E V I L ?
RESISTING AND CONFRONTING THE PULL OF VILIFICATION IN GROUP

Speaking While Staying Connected: Using Speaking Circles® to Cultivate
Presence and Combat Anxiety
Lois B. Feldman, PhD, Private Practice & Fred Stern, PhD, Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential

Introduction to the Basics of Group Psychotherapy
Robin Good, PhD, CGP, FAGPA, EGPS Training Program in Group Psychotherapy;
Private Practice; Leah Slivko, LICSW, CGP, Private Practice; EGPS Training Program in
Group Psychotherapy & Alan Shanel, LCSW, BCD, CGP, Private Practice; EGPS Training
Program in Group Psychotherapy
Participants must register for both sessions of this all-day workshop
Open to those with less than three years experience  Didactic – Experiential –
Sharing of Experience

Widening the Lens: Group as An Interactional Space to Explore Similarities
and Differences
Sara J. Emerson, LICSW, CGP, FAGPA, Private Practice; Massachusetts Institute for
Analysis, Boston Massachusetts
Participants must register for both sessions of this all-day workshop
Open to allDidactic – Experiential  – Group Process

Narrative and Creative Aspects of Splitting and Vilification in Groups
Robert Grossmark, PhD, ABPP, New York University Postdoctoral Program in
Psychoanalysis; National Institute for the Psychotherapies
Participants must register for both sessions of this all-day workshop
Open to allDidactic – Experiential  – Group Process

Systems-Centered® Consultation: Shifting from Them to Us
Susan Beren, PhD, Licensed Systems-Centered® Practitioner; Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential - Didactic

WORKSHOP B15

WORKSHOP B16

WORKSHOP B17

WORKSHOP B18

WORKSHOP B19

WORKSHOP B20

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
“C” WORKSHOPS 9:00 – 11:30 AM

WORKSHOP B22

WORKSHOP B23

WORKSHOP B24

WORKSHOP B21

WORKSHOP C25/D38

WORKSHOP C26/D39

WORKSHOP C27/D40

WORKSHOP C28

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
“B” Workshops 5:00 – 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
ALL-DAY WORKSHOPS
9:00 – 11:30 AM & 2:00 – 4:30 PM

Complete Workshop Descriptions can be found on the EGPS website at www.egps.org.
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Restoring Wholeness and Empathy in Groups Divided Against Themselves
Robert H. Klein, PhD, ABPP, CGP, DLFAGPA,Yale School of Medicine & 
Victor L. Schermer,MA, LFAGPA, Private Practice, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Open to all  Group Process - Sharing of Experience – Didactic – Experiential

The Rules of Engagement: Applying Couple Therapy Techniques to Group
Lee D. Kassan, MA, LPsyA, LMHC, CGP, LFAGPA, Private Practice; Training Institute
for Mental Health
Open to all  Experiential - Didactic

Using Drama Therapy Techniques and a Tavistock Framework to Explore 
the Devil Within
Kelley Hershman, LMHC, PLLC, The Soho Center for Mental Health Counseling
Autumn Knight,MA, Private Practice &  Mary B. McRae, EdD, Private Practice 
Open to all  Experiential

The Saint and Sinner in Me and My Group
Shoshana Ben-Noam, PsyD, CGP, LFAGPA, Pace University; Private Practice
Open to all  Didactic – Experiential  – Sharing of Experience

Love is Ambiguous, Hate is Lucid: The Dynamics of Human Drives
Macario Giraldo, PhD, Washington School of Psychiatry; Lacanian Forum of
Washington DC
Open to all  Didactic – Experiential – Sharing of Experience

Conversations About Race, Gender, Class, and Mid-East Politics: A Path to
Group Cohesion
Stephen Friedman, LCSW, William Alanson White Institute; Smith College 
School for Social Work & Naomi Snider, LLM, William Alanson White Institute; 
New York University
Open to all  Didactic – Group process – Sharing of Experience

Blurred Boundaries: Working with Sexual Assault and Abuse Survivors 
in Groups
Jennifer Joseph, PsyD, CGP, Private Practice
Open to those with less than 10 years experience  Didactic – Experiential

Can We Talk? The Intersectionality of Sexuality and Race/Ethnicity
Edward B. Elder,  MDiv, MHS, Private Practice & Judith C. White, LCSW, CST, 
Private Practice
Open to all  Sharing of Experience – Experiential Exercise

Bridging the Gap between Similarities and Differences
Anthony J. Patterson,  LMHC, CGP, Private Practice
Open to those with less than five years experience  Didactic – Experiential - Sharing of
Experience

Good Play/Bad Play: Assumptions, Biases, and Interactions with Put-at-
Risk Youth in Drama Therapy Groups
Diana Feldman, MA, LCAT, RDT-BCT, ENACT, Inc. & Alicia Thompson, BA,
ENACT, Inc.
Open to all  Experiential – Didactic – Sharing of Experience

Becoming Comfortable with Uncomfortable Feelings
Ronnie Levine, PhD, ABPP, CGP, FAGPA, EGPS Training Program in Group
Psychotherapy; Center for Group Studies
Open to those with over 10 years experience  Experiential – Didactic – Sharing 
of Experience

Expressive Movement to Explore Life Transitions: Group Process and 
Stages of Change
Suzanne L. Cohen, EdD, CGP, FAGPA, Private Practice, Newton Massachusetts
Open to those with over 20 years experience  Experiential  – Group Process – Didactic

Writing for Publication: Conquering Your Inner Demons
Erica Gardner-Schuster, PhD, Private Practice;  New School for Social Research
Brunhild Kring,MD, New York University   & Jonah Schwartz, LCSW, New York City
Correctional Health Services
Open to all  Experiential - Sharing of Experience - Didactic

Addressing Substance Misuse in Groups: It Can Get Ugly
Joe Ruggiero, PhD, Addiction Institute of Mount Sinai; Private Practice
Open to all  Didactic - Sharing of Experience

The Effective Use of Anger in Groups
Greg MacColl, LCSW, CGP, FAGPA, Center for Group Studies; Private Practice & 
Jeff Muller, PhD, Private Practice
Open to those with less than 10 years experience  Experiential - Group Process

Working with Feelings of Inadequacy and Incompetence in Group
Beth Ostergaard, LCSW-R, CGP, Private Practice
Open to all  Experiential - Group Process – Didactic - Sharing of Experience

WORKSHOP D42

WORKSHOP D43

WORKSHOP D44

WORKSHOP D45

WORKSHOP D46

WORKSHOP D47

WORKSHOP D41

WORKSHOP C31

WORKSHOP C32

WORKSHOP C33

WORKSHOP C34

WORKSHOP C35

WORKSHOP C36

WORKSHOP C37

WORKSHOP C30

WORKSHOP C29 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
“D” Workshops 2:00 – 4:30 PM
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EGPS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
P.O. BOX 867, MAYWOOD, NJ 07607

(201) 880-4773  n fax (631) 223-1726  n email: info@egps.org  n website: www.egps.org

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY and COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION

Name & Credentials: 

Nickname for Badge (if applicable):

E-mail Telephone (Day)                                                                                  (Evening)

Address

City                                                                                                                                                                                                         State                                                                     Zip

Check all that apply:         n EGPS Member     n Non Member    n 1st Time Attendee    n If you are a First-Time Attendee and would like to 
be connected with an experenced Conference 
attendee please check this box.

If you are not a member of EGPS how did you hear about the Conference? Please provide specific names/listservs:

A.     WORKSHOP SELECTIONS – Please list your selections by workshop number and indicate alternate choices. Assignments are made in order of receipt and no selections are guaranteed.

“A” Session Friday  1st 2nd 3rd   
“B” Session Friday 1st 2nd 3rd   
“C” Session Saturday 1st 2nd 3rd   
“D” Session Saturday 1st 2nd 3rd   

Non members who submit a membership application and dues payment with registration can register at member rates. For more information on the member benifits go to: www.egps.org
B.    FEE SCHEDULE – For Friday and Saturday. Please circle payment amount.

Before November 4th                                        After November 4th and On-Site
One Day / Two Days One Day / Two Days

EGPS Members $225 / $325 $275 / $375
Non-Members $275 / $425 $325 / $475
Graduate Students & Residents* $135 / $210 $160 / $235

*To qualify for this rate, registration must be accompanied by a current bursar’s receipt or letter showing full-time enrollment in a graduate degree program.  
Conference scholarships are available.  For information, contact info@egps.org or call (201) 880-4773.

Cancellation Policy: Cancellations received prior to November 4th  will be assessed a fee of $50;  there will be no refund on cancellations received after November 4th.

Group Rates: Discounted rates are available to agencies and institutions that register 3 or more registrants prior to November 4th.  Regstrations must be received together accompanied by a letter from the agency
listing those attending. For futher information call 201-880-4773.

Continuing Education Credits: For those requesting CEUs there is an additional $30 fee.

C.    PAYMENT: – Make checks payable to EGPS.  EGPS accepts VISA, MasterCard or American Express.   

Registration Fee $ � Check enclosed                                           �  Pre-Paid Faculty  � Credit Card (complete all information below) 
Contribution to the Conference Scholarship Fund: $

CEUs: $ ___________________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ___________________

Credit card payments must provide the following information:

Name on Card Code:

CC#_____________________________________________________________________  Expiration  Date__________________________________________

Credit Card Billing address if different from above (MUST include zip code)______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Forms with Credit Card payment or Pre-Paid Faculty can fax registration to 631-223-1726 or email to  info@egps.org
Mail payment to: EGPS, P.O. Box 867, Maywood, NJ 07607

2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
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